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New Popular Literature and Art: Letting the People Reinvent Themselves
Qiu Zhijie

Abstract Drawing on real-world cases continuously observed by the author across China since 2002, this article proposes the concept

of “new popular literature and art.” It distinguishes this phenomenon from traditional folk art, intangible cultural heritage, and amateur art,
and analyzes the social conditions, cultural background, and technological drivers underlying its emergence. The article argues that new
popular literature and art is the result of the combined effects of China’s economic development since the reform and opening-up, the
expansion of education, the growth of public aesthetic education, and the rise of internet-based dissemination. It reflects the active pursuit
by ordinary people — after achieving basic livelihood security — of creativity, a sense of self-efficacy, and a higher quality of spiritual life.
This phenomenon not only contributes to constructing a more comprehensive, credible, and appealing narrative of China, but also provides
new cultural models for an aging society, the release of mass creativity, and Chinese-style modernization. The article concludes that new
popular literature and art should be both supported and guided: through strengthened institutional frameworks, curatorial interpretation, the
integration of public outreach and aesthetic education, and the promotion of its development toward a more open, rational, and publicly
valuable direction.

Keywords new popular literature; folk art; public aesthetic education; narratives of China; internet dissemination; mass creativity
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